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Hello again from Anjali and Ellie, the access

representatives at St Edmund Hall.  We're

back with the second termly instalment of our

newsletter to let you know more about what

life is like studying in Oxford! In this week's

newsletter stay tuned for words from one of

our Maths tutors, Dr Tom Crawford, what

Anjali's typical study day looks like, and an in-

depth dive into clubs and societies at Teddy

Hall. 
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Welcome back! 

Women's History Month

On the 7th of October 1920 the first woman was

officially admitted as a member of Oxford

University . Since then, we have had countless

incredible and powerful women matriculating and

graduating from Oxford from the likes of Malala,

to Samira Ahmed (who is Teddy Hall alumni!), to

Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell (Professor of

Astrophysics). 

At Teddy Hall we have lots going on to celebrate women, their history at Oxford, and our future. St

Edmund Hall elects student officers every year to represent women and minority gender

identities, who run events to empower and support women in the Hall. The wider university also

has great support networks for women, including the SU Women's Campaign, the It Happens Here

campaign which helps to promote the wellbeing and safety of women, and lots of societies

especially for women and minority gender identities looking to get involved in Science, Consulting,

Technology and Business. The conversation about women's issues, especially in the light of

recent events, is ongoing, and everyone in the university community is working to make Oxford a

safer space for women and minority gender identities to live in. 



The general advice to applicants is often to engage in ‘super-curricular activities’, but what does that

actually mean? I’ve always thought of this as a way to demonstrate that you really do love your subject

– so much so that you go beyond what you are learning at school. This means searching for YouTube

videos that explore topics you’ve seen at school in more depth, or look at completely new areas related

to your favourite subject. As a personal example, I remember hearing about the Millennium Maths

Problems during my GCSEs – a set of 7 unsolved problems that each had a $1-million prize – and finding

a brilliant book by Keith Devlin which explained them in terms that I could understand. This was of course

in the days before YouTube, although books are still an excellent source of information, particularly

when aimed at a non-specialist audience. Other ideas are to enter competitions, join societies, or just

generally interact with other people with the same subject interests as you. Ultimately the admissions

interviews are an opportunity to talk to experts in your chosen course about their field - so getting

practice in talking to your friends beforehand is a really great way to prepare! 

In terms of what tutors are looking for specifically, this will differ across subjects and individual tutors,

but generally we want students that are passionate about their learning. Do you have that spark of

curiosity when you hear about something new in your subject? Does it make you want to go and learn

more about it? Not only are these the kind of questions that you should be asking yourself when

deciding which subject to study at university, these are exactly the kind of traits that we want to see in

potential applicants. 
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Tutor's Advice: Maths at Oxford

Hello maths fans! I'm Dr Tom Crawford, one of the Maths Tutors

here at Teddy Hall and the face of the Tom Rocks Maths

YouTube channel. If you're really into your maths you might also

recognise me from Numberphile, where I often appear as a guest

explaining different topics. Today I've been asked to tell you a

little about what we are looking for as tutors, and what you can do

to help boost your application to Teddy Hall. 

This article comes from Dr Tom Crawford about what tutors look for in an Oxford Maths student. 

Dr Tom Crawford

Early Career Outreach and Teaching Fellow in Mathematics 

@tomrocksmaths 

 

What's your best advice for applicants? 

What do tutors look for in an Oxford student?  

Studying at university - and Oxford in particular - is hard work. In fact, you can almost think of it as a full-

time job: 40 hours per week spread across contact hours (e.g. lectures, tutorials) and self-study. To

really thrive and enjoy what you are doing, passion for your subject is absolutely essential. The

admissions process is undoubtedly tough, but that's because we want to be sure that you're the right

fit for the Oxford system - and enjoying what you do is an incredibly important part of that. 

All this being said, being passionate doesn't necessarily mean you need to be quite as excited as I

appear to be in my YouTube videos when talking about maths, but from my experience, enthusiasm is

contagious, so it's certainly a great place to start! 

https://www.youtube.com/tomrocksmaths
https://www.youtube.com/user/numberphile/featured
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Feature: Clubs and Societies at Teddy Hall

This newsletter's feature is all about what we get up to in our spare time. There's

plenty of extra time outside of studying, so lots of students at Teddy Hall get

involved in clubs, societies and sports. Read on to hear more from our students

about what's going on at Teddy Hall!

The JCR Committee

The JCR (Junior Common Room) Committee is an elected body of students who

represent the undergraduates at Teddy Hall and try to make our life at university

as good as it can be! The roles range from those with more commitment like

President and Secretary, to some which are less heavy on time commitment. 

Hey, my name is Jeevi, I’m a second-year law student and I’m super

excited to be our next BAME officer! In my role, I’ll be supporting current

students from ethnic minority backgrounds. I’m looking forward to

organising socials, working with access and most importantly

strengthening our community, making the Hall feel more like home!

Hey, I'm Julien, a second-year historian and I'm JCR President for this

year. My job is to represent the students to the college and to

coordinate the JCR Committee to make sure general JCR business is

running smoothly. I'm very excited to see everyone back in college as

soon as possible! 

Meet some committee members!

Hi, I'm Nailah! As JCR Secretary, I mainly ensure that the Hall is kept

up to date with what’s happening at JCR meetings. I also organise the

yearbook for third years as well as boat hire in Trinity when the

weather is warmer! When freshers start at Oxford they’re given

college ‘parents’ to support them and I’m responsible for sorting out

these college families. Overall, it’s a really great role and I love

working with the rest of the committee!



Teddy Hall has our own drama society, where

we put on around one production per term in

college. Anyone and everyone can get involved

in any part of the process from directing,

producing and costume/prop/set design to

acting and writing itself, no matter your past

experience level. 
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Women's football at Teddy Hall

The womens football team at Teddy is a really

fun (and not too serious!) sports team in

college. We play against other colleges in

friendly matches and in the inter-college

league called Cuppers. Last year we got to the

semifinals! However, the highlight of the

matches is the team brunch beforehand!

Other college sports include rugby, football,

netball, rowing and you can also play in university

teams for just about anything you can think of -

from swimming, to fencing, to ballroom dancing. 

Teddy Hall Drama Society

The creative arts in college are supported by our

JCR Arts and Culture Officers, and include choir,

creative writing society and the work of the Fine

Art students.

Students at Teddy are also very involved in the theatre

scene as a whole, from directing large productions such

as 'Chicago' the musical to producing small upcoming

writing such as 'Old Fashioned', and acting in everything

in between!
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A Day in My Life: Anjali, Chemistry 2nd Year

Remember to follow our instagram @sehaccess to keep up with

the daily lives of Oxford students, and be the first to  access all

our new tips, tricks, and goodies, and online content! 

Hi everyone! I'm Anjali, a second year chemist at Teddy Hall.  I am the other access

officer at Teddy Hall and this is my day in the life as a STEM student! I'll be taking you

through a fairly busy day, but not all days are like this and it's important to balance your

academics, social life and extracurriculars. I aim for a 60:40 split (not including sleep!) 

When lectures were in person, I'd have 2 at 9am and 10am, and

I'd usually go to college breakfast before hand which is a nice

way to see friends and get your day started. Now I'm studying

from home, I try to keep to this schedule but I can be a bit more

flexible! After lectures, we have a short break and then head to

the teaching lab for our practical, which lasts about 6 hours with

a 30 minute-ish lunch break. The labs are a great way to meet

people from other colleges and soon, the department is letting

us do them in person again! Practicals cover a wide range of

topics from computational chemistry to organic synthesis. 

Practicals finish around 5pm and then I head home for dinner.

2nd Years live in private accomodation, so we cook for ourselves

which is really fun. After dinner and depending on how busy my

week is, I'll get on with some extra-curriculars like planning the

@sehaccess instagram, going to the gym or watching a society

talk, or maybe a formal dinner in college.  The picture on the right

is from our Chemistry subject formal! Later in the evening, I'll

probably get on with some work like a tutorial sheet. We have 2

tutorials a week normally. If I'm caught up with work, then I'll

watch a film with my housemates and then head to bed for a full

8 hours snoozing. 

This is definitely one of my more academically intense days since I’ve included a lab day,

which only happens 2 days a week, and we have 2 lab-free weeks in term, so my schedule

is much more flexible on those days where I don’t have to complete a lab.


